Varying Sentence Beginnings 
__________________________________________________________________

Usually the way to form a sentence in English is to begin with the subject and end with the predicate.  However, if all sentences were like this there would be no variety and all sentences would sound the same.  

Compare the following versions of the same paragraph.  In the first, each sentence begins in the same way.  In the second, an attempt has been made to achieve emphasis and clarity by varying sentence beginnings.  

NOT VARIED


The trial had been scheduled for two o’clock.  The audience was noisily settling itself in the courtroom for the coming show.  The lawyers were quietly talking and shuffling piles of papers at the polished tables in the front of the room.  The bell in the courthouse tower struck two in resounding tones.  Judge Perez, dignified in her long black gown, walked slowly to her bench.  The clerk rasped out, “Everyone rise.”  The room seemed suddenly to lift for a moment, and then it settled back into an eerie silence.  The judge opened the case of the People vs. John Strong in a manner, which seemed to imply that such trials happened every day of her life. 

VARIED


The trial had been scheduled for two o’clock.  In the courtroom, the audience was noisily settling itself for the coming show.  At the polished tables in the front of the room, the lawyers were quietly talking and shuffling piles of papers.  When the bell in the courthouse tower struck two in resounding tones, Judge Perez, dignified in her long black gown, walked slowly to her bench.  “Everybody rise,” rasped the clerk.  Suddenly the room seemed to lift for a moment, and then it settled back into an eerie silence.  In a manner implying that these trials happened every day of her life, the judge opened the case of the People vs. John Strong. 

The normal order of sentences needs not to be avoided merely for the sake of variety, but it is often possible to increase the force and clarity of a statement by beginning with an important modifier. 
__________________________________________________________________

Single opening adjective: Powerless, I went to my room after I was grounded. 

Multiple opening adjectives: Bloodthirsty and brutal, the vampires killed 47 people.
Opening adjective phrase: Scared to death, I ran the whole way home.  

Multiple adjective phrases: Numb of feeling, empty as a wheel, he clung to life. 
Adverbs: Instantly, I felt better.
 Unfairly, we poked fun at him, often in his presence.

Then, Harry felt as though an indivisible pillow had been pressed over his mouth.

Outside, I found a taxi for her.

Prepositional phrase: At the sound of the bell, the teacher collected the papers. 

Participle phrase: Having examined the records, the lawyer prepared a new deed. 

Appositive phrase: An excellent example of modern architecture, the new city hall is a favorite tourist site. 

Infinitive phrase: To learn to swim better, we took lessons at the pool. 

Subordinate Clause: Because our school is very crowded this year, most of the study halls are in the auditorium.
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