Questions: Money is the root of all of evil.

In “The Pardoner’s Tale,” the Pardoner preaches the message which means “The love of money is the root of all evil.” Many religions and ethical codes have a rule that is like this. Questions regarding the effects of money and greed are interesting ones, when you think about them. Ask yourself the following questions regarding money and ethics. What would you do?

· What would you do if you found out that a recently hired co-worker was making a third more than you for the same job you were doing?

· The President of the United States earns about $300,000 a year while the president of Ford earns some $3,000,000. Do you believe these salaries are what they should be? If not, what salaries would you recommend?
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· If you knew you could double your money in two years by investing in a company whose activities you strongly disapproved of, would you do it?

· Imagine that one day your widowed father, who was very wealthy and very old, told you he was going to change his will and give all his money to charity. Assuming you knew he would not change his mind and was quite sane, would you consider trying to block your disinheritance by having him declared incompetent?

· You go to lunch with a group of people from work and they all order expensive meals and drinks while you, having had a late breakfast, order almost nothing. Would you protest if someone proposed dividing the bill equally?

· For a sizable payment, would you go on TV and enthusiastically endorse a product you thought mediocre?

· If you were a salesperson working on commission, might you sometimes misrepresent a product to sell it?

· If a wealthy uncle died and left everything to you, would you fight other relatives who threatened to contest the will unless you shared the estate with them. Assume you think they have no reasonable claim but may create a bitter enough legal battle to use up most of the inheritance.

· You are offered $1,000,000 for the following act: Before you are ten pistols – only one of which is loaded. You must pick up one of the pistols, point it at your forehead, and pull the trigger. If you can walk away you do so a millionaire. Would you accept the risk?
· For $20,000 would you go for three months without washing, brushing your teeth, or using deodorant? Assume you could not explain your reasons to anyone, and that there would be no long-term effect on your career.

· Walking along an empty street, you notice a wallet. It contains $5,000 in cash but no name or address. What would you do? Would it alter your decisions if inside you found the name, address, and picture of either a wealthy-looking young man or a frail-looking old woman?
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