GETTING STARTED WITH ANNOTATING POEMS—ONE WAY TO DO IT
I. BEFORE reading the poem, think about the title and predict what you think the poem may be about.
II. Read and mark the poem:
A. In the margin, write thoughts you have as you read.
1.  Questions?
2.  Personal connections?
3.  Meaning?
4.  Literary devices?
5.  Structure?
6.  Any other comments?
B. Circle words you are unfamiliar with (if any).
C. Underline words/phrases you feel are important in the poem.
D. Box in the line(s) you feel express(es) the theme or main idea of the poem.
E. At the top of the page, write one word that you feel describes the tone of the poem.
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